
 
 
 
 
 

Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston (890L; 219 pages) 
Fair and long-legged, independent and articulate, Janie Crawford sets out to be her own person -- 
no mean feat for a black woman in the 1930s. Janie's quest for identity takes her through three 
marriages and into a journey back to her roots. 
 
 

1984 by George Orwell (1090L; 237 pages) 
Winston Smith works for the Ministry of truth in London, chief city of Airstrip One. Big Brother 
stares out from every poster, the Thought Police uncover every act of betrayal. When Winston 
finds love with Julia, he discovers that life does not have to be dull and deadening, and awakens to 
new possibilities. Winston and Julia begin to question the Party. Yet Big Brother will not tolerate 
dissent - even in the mind.  
 
 

Brave New World by Aldous Huxley (780L; 229 pages) 
Largely set in a futuristic World State of genetically modified citizens and an intelligence-based social 
hierarchy, the novel anticipates huge scientific developments in reproductive technology, sleep-
learning, psychological manipulation, and classical conditioning that are combined to make a utopian 
society that goes challenged only by a single outsider. 
 
Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger (790L; 277 pages) 
Holden Caulfield is a seventeen- year-old dropout who has just been kicked out of his fourth 
school. Navigating his way through the challenges of growing up, Holden dissects the 'phony' 
aspects of society, and the 'phonies' themselves: the headmaster whose affability depends on the 
wealth of the parents, his roommate who scores with girls using sickly-sweet affection. 
 
Frankenstein by Mary Shelley (790L; 170 pages)  
Obsessed with discovering the cause of generation and life and bestowing animation upon lifeless 
matter, Frankenstein assembles a human being from stolen body parts but; upon bringing it to life, 
he recoils in horror at the creature's hideousness. Tormented by isolation and loneliness, the once-
innocent creature turns to evil and unleashes a campaign of murderous revenge against his creator, 
Frankenstein. 
 
Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer (1270L; 207 pages) 
In April, 1992, a young man from a well-to-do family hitchhiked to Alaska and walked alone into the 
wilderness north of Mt. McKinley. His name was Christopher Johnson McCandless. He had given 
$25,000 in savings to charity, abandoned his car and most of his possessions, burned all the cash in 
his wallet, and invented a new life for himself. Four months later, a party of moose hunters found 
his decomposed body. How McCandless came to die is the unforgettable story of Into the Wild. 
 
 

The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien (1000L; 389 pages) 
Whisked from his comfortable hobbit-hole by Gandalf the wizard and a band of dwarves, Bilbo Baggins 
finds himself caught up in a plot to raid the treasure hoard of Smaug the Magnificent, a large and very 
dangerous dragon. 

 
 

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey (1040L; 325 pages) 
Tyrannical Nurse Ratched rules her ward in an Oregon State mental hospital with a strict and 
unbending routine, unopposed by her patients, who remain cowed by mind-numbing medication and 
the threat of electric shock therapy. But her regime is disrupted by the arrival of McMurphy – the 
swaggering, fun-loving trickster with a devilish grin who resolves to oppose her rules on behalf of 
his fellow inmates.  
 

 



Slaughterhouse-Five by Kurt Vonnegut (850L; 215 pages) 
War is inevitable, and it is absurd. The main theme of the book focuses on this. Billy Pilgrim is a 
prisoner-of-war at the hands of the Germans. He is captured and put in a disused slaughterhouse, 
which eventually proves to be a safe ‘shelter’ when his life is spared during the bombing of Dresden. 
 
Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury (800L; 272 pages) 
Guy Montag is a fireman. In his world, where television rules and literature is on the brink of 
extinction, firemen start fires rather than put them out. His job is to destroy the most illegal of 
commodities, the printed book, along with the houses in which they are hidden. Montag never 
questions the destruction and ruin his actions produce until Mildred, his wife, attempts suicide and 
Clarisse, his neighbor, suddenly disappears. 
 
 

The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan (930L; 287 pages) 
In 1949, four Chinese women, recent immigrants to San Francisco, meet weekly to play mahjong 
and tell stories of what they left behind in China. United in loss and new hope for their daughters' 
futures, they call themselves the Joy Luck Club. Their daughters, who have never heard these 
stories, think their mothers' advice is irrelevant to their modern American lives – until their own 
inner crises reveal how much they've unknowingly inherited of their mothers' pasts.  
 
 

I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai (830L; 327 pages) 
When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai 
refused to be silenced and fought for her right to an education. On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, 
when she was fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate price. She was shot in the head at point-blank 
range while riding the bus home from school, and few expected her to survive. Instead, Malala's 
miraculous recovery has taken her on an extraordinary journey from a remote valley in northern 
Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in New York.  
 
Ethan Frome by Edith Wharton (820L; 176 pages) 
On a bleak New England farm, a taciturn young man has resigned himself to a life of grim endurance. 
Bound by circumstance to a woman he cannot love, Ethan Frome is haunted by a past of lost 
possibilities until his wife's orphaned cousin, Mattie Silver, arrives and he is tempted to make one final, 
desperate effort to escape his fate.  This is an unforgettable story of two tragic lovers overwhelmed by 
the unrelenting forces of conscience and necessity. 
 
 

The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini (840L; 371 pages) 
Amir is the son of a wealthy Kabul merchant, a member of the ruling caste of Pashtuns. Hassan, his 
servant and constant companion, is a Hazara, a despised and impoverished caste. Their uncommon 
bond is torn by Amir's choice to abandon his friend amidst the increasing ethnic, religious, and political 
tensions of the dying years of the Afghan monarchy, wrenching them far apart. But so strong is the 
bond between the two boys that Amir journeys back to a distant world, to try to right past wrongs 
against the only true friend he ever had. 
 
 
 

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen (1070L; 279 pages) 
In this historic romance, young Elizabeth Bennet strives for love, independence and honesty in the 
vapid high society of 19th century England.  Pride and Prejudice tells the story of Mr. and Mrs. 
Bennet's five unmarried daughters after the rich and eligible Mr. Bingley and his status-conscious 
friend, Mr. Darcy, have moved into their neighborhood. While Bingley takes an immediate liking to 
the eldest Bennet daughter, Jane, Darcy has difficulty adapting to local society and repeatedly 
clashes with the second-eldest Bennet daughter, Elizabeth. 
 
 
 

The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls (1010L; 288 pages) 
This is a startling memoir of a successful journalist's journey from the deserted and dusty mining 
towns of the American Southwest, to an antique filled apartment on Park Avenue. Jeanette Walls 
narrates her nomadic and adventurous childhood with her dreaming, 'brilliant' but alcoholic parents. 

 


